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I n  t h e  w o r l d  o f  m u s i c  e d u c a t i o n ,
t h e  b r i d g e  b e t w e e n  i n d i v i d u a l

p r a c t i c e  a n d  e n s e m b l e
p e r f o r m a n c e  i s  w h e r e  a  s t u d e n t ’ s

t r u e  p o t e n t i a l  o f t e n  f i n d s  i t s
v o i c e .  T h e  S t r u m e n t o  O r c h e s t r a
C o m p e t i t i o n  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o
p r o v i d e  t h a t  b r i d g e ,  c r e a t i n g  a

s t a g e  w h e r e  t e c h n i c a l  s k i l l  m e e t s
c o l l a b o r a t i v e  a r t i s t r y .

B y  f o s t e r i n g  a  c o m p e t i t i v e  y e t
s u p p o r t i v e  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  t h e

i n i t i a t i v e  s e e k s  t o  i l l u m i n a t e  t h e
d i v e r s e  p a t h s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  n e x t

g e n e r a t i o n  o f  p e r f o r m e r s .
W h e t h e r  a  s t u d e n t  i s  p i c k i n g  u p

a n  i n s t r u m e n t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  o r
r e f i n i n g  y e a r s  o f  s t u d y ,  t h i s

c o m p e t i t i o n  s e r v e s  a s  a  c a t a l y s t
f o r  g r o w t h  a n d  a  g a t e w a y  t o  t h e
p r o f e s s i o n a l  m u s i c a l  c o m m u n i t y .
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No one can whistle a symphony. Only an orchestra can play it.
~Halford E. Luccock~
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  Marimba bands
  

  8 to 30
  members

  

This is a group of percussionists
playing together on Marimba's
with mallets. Djembes, drumkit
and other percussive
instruments are allowed

  Chamber
  Orchestra / Ensembles

  

  4 to 16
  members

  

An instrumental or chamber
ensemble is a small group of
musicians. Strings, winds, etc. as
well as the light bands 
(guitars, drums and other
instruments, NO vocal)

  Orchestras
  

  20+ members
  

The full spectrum of
instrumentation, strings,
woodwind, brasswind and
percussion  

A .  A I M  O F  T H E  C O M P E T I T I O N
 
T h e  p r i m a r y  a i m  o f  t h e  S t r u m e n t o  o r c h e s t r a  C o m p e t i t i o n  i s
t o  p r o m o t e  t a l e n t  a n d  d i s c o v e r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  y o u n g
m u s i c i a n s  t o  j o i n  o r c h e s t r a s / b a n d s  a m o n g s t  s c h o o l  l e a r n e r s
a n d  e x p l o r e  t h e i r  m u s i c a l  t a l e n t s .  T h u s ,  d i s c o v e r i n g  t h e  j o y
o f  m a k i n g  m u s i c  t o g e t h e r
 
B .  W H O  C A N  P A R T I C I P A T E
 
S c h o o l  O r c h e s t r a s  ( a l l  t h e  o r c h e s t r a  m e m b e r s  M U S T  c o m e
f r o m  t h e  s a m e  s c h o o l )  A N D  N o n ‑ S c h o o l  O r c h e s t r a s  ( l e a r n e r s
f r o m  v a r i o u s  s c h o o l s  o r  p r i v a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s )
 
C .  C A T E G O R I E S
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Marimba bands

Primary Schools
High Schools
Non-Schools (age no older than 24 years)

Ensembles

Orchestras

First Rounds

7 or 8 July George, South - / Eastern Cape

31 July and 1 August Western Cape

31 July and 1 August Hoërskool Pietersburg, Limpopo

3 and 4 August C&N Oranje Meisieskool, Bloemfontein, Vrystaat

7 and 8 August KZN

21 and 22 August Pretoria

FINAL ROUND

In 2026, there will NOT be a final round for the orchestra section, as this is a new
competition
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D . S E C T I O N S

E . C O M P E T I T I O N  D A T E S



3Con Spirito Strumento

F. ENTRY FEES

All sections - R900 per orchestra
 
G. CLOSING DATE FOR ENROLMENT

30 May 2026
 
H. CANCELLATION POLICY

Entry fees will only be refunded if CON SPIRITO cancels the competition 
at least 30 days before the event date.
 
I. BANKING DETAILS

Con Spirito National
FNB Cheque account number: 63175116285 
(Reference: School/Orchestra’s name)

J. WHAT DOES EVERY OCHESTRA’S PROGRAMMEME LOOK LIKE

 

Duration

  Each orchestra has a maximum of 35 minutes
  on stage.
  ·       10 minutes to set up, warm up, and tune
  ·       12–17 minutes to perform a programme of 4–5 pieces
  ·       8 minutes to clear the stage

Programme

The well‑known FAK song “My Sarie Marais” 
MUST be included in the repertoire.
The rest of the programme is own choice 
(this must include contrasting genres of music)



K . H O W  D O E S  T H E  C O M P E T I T I O N  W O R K

F I R S T  R O U N D S

T H E  O R C H E S T R A S  M A Y  C H O O S E  T H E  M O S T  C O N V E N I E N T
R E G I O N  I N  W H I C H  T O  P A R T I C I P A T E ,  N O T  N E C E S S A R I LY
T H E I R  O W N  R E G I O N .
E A C H  O R C H E S T R A  R E C E I V E S  A  W R I T T E N  E V A L U A T I O N
R E P O R T .
E A C H  O R C H E S T R A  R E C E I V E S  A  P E R F O R M A N C E
C E R T I F I C A T E :

 G O L D  =  8 0 %  T O  1 0 0 %
 S I L V E R  =  6 0 %  T O  7 9 %

F I N A L  ( N O T  I N  2 0 2 6 )

T H E  O R C H E S T R A S  T H A T  Q U A L I F Y  F O R  T H E  F I N A L
C O M P E T I T I O N  W I L L  B E  N O T I F I E D  I M M E D I A T E LY  A F T E R
T H E  F I R S T  R O U N D .  
O R C H E S T R A S  M U S T  P E R F O R M  T H E I R  F I R S T - R O U N D
P R O G R A M M E  ( W I T H O U T  A N Y  C H A N G E S )  I N  T H E  F I N A L
C O M P E T I T I O N .  
E A C H  O R C H E S T R A  R E C E I V E S  A  P E R F O R M A N C E
C E R T I F I C A T E :

 G O L D  =  8 0 %  T O  1 0 0 %
 S I L V E R  =  6 0 %  T O  7 9 %
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W I N N E R S  W I L L  R E C E I V E  C E R T I F I C A T E S  A N D  T R O P H I E S
F O R  T H E  F O L L O W I N G  C A T E G O R I E S :  

T R O P H Y  W I N N E R S :

 B E S T  I N  E A C H  C A T E G O R Y
B E S T  P R E S C R I B E D  W O R K  ( M Y  S A R I E  M A R A I S )
O V E R A L L  C O M P E T I T I O N  W I N N E R  F O R  T H E  B E S T  O R C H E S T R A  I N
T O T A L

 
O T H E R  A W A R D S :

B E S T  C O N D U C T O R
B E S T  R E P E R T O I R E  C H O I C E
B E S T  E N S E M B L E  B A L A N C E
B E S T  S O U T H  A F R I C A N  W O R K
M O S T  P R O M O S I N G  O R C H E S T R A

P L E A S E  N O T E :  

A  T R O P H Y  O R  C E R T I F I C A T E  W I L L  O N LY  B E  A W A R D E D  I F  T H E
P E R F O R M A N C E  O F  T H E  O R C H E S T R A / B A N D ,  A C C O R D I N G  T O

T H E  A D J U D I C A T O R S ,  I S  S A T I S F A C T O R Y  W I T H  T H E  S T A N D A R D
O F  T H E  P E R F O R M A N C E S

L .  C O P Y R I G H T  A C T

T H E  O R C H E S T R A S  M U S T  T H E M S E L V E S  G E T  P E R M I S S I O N
F R O M  T H E  C O M P O S E R  O R  A R R A N G E R  T O  P E R F O R M  T H E
P I E C E ( S )  O F  M U S I C .
O R C H E S T R A S  A R E  N O T  A L L O W E D  T O  M A K E  A N Y  C H A N G E S
T O  T H E  M U S I C ,  W I T H O U T  T H E  C O N S E N T  O F  T H E  C O M P O S E R .
C O P I E S  O F  M U S I C  P I E C E S  T H A T  A R E  P R O V I D E D  T O  T H E
J U D G E S  W I L L  O N LY  B E  U S E D  F O R  J U D G I N G  P U R P O S E S  A N D
W I L L  B E  D E S T R O Y E D  A F T E R  T H E  C O M P E T I T I O N  I F  T H E
O R C H E S T R A  D O E S  N O T  C O L L E C T  I T .
O R C H E S T R A S  T H A T  A R E  U N S U R E  A B O U T  T H E  R E Q U I R E M E N T S
O F  T H E  C O P Y R I G H T  A C T  M A Y  C O N T A C T  S A M R O  D I R E C T LY .
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M .  R U L E S

1 . A  p i a n o  w i l l  b e  p r o v i d e d .  
2 . N o  b a c k t r a c k s  a r e  a l l o w e d .
3 . T h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  j u d g e s  i s  f i n a l .
4 . T h r e e  s e t s  o f  c l e a r l y  m a r k e d  c o p i e s  o f  e a c h  m u s i c  p i e c e

m u s t  b e  h a n d e d  t o  t h e  o r g a n i s e r s  b e f o r e h a n d .  E a c h  s e t  o f
m u s i c  m u s t  i n c l u d e  a  c o v e r  p a g e  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g
i n f o r m a t i o n :    

   a .  N a m e  o f  t h e  o r c h e s t r a
   b .  R e g i o n
   c .  C a t e g o r y
   d .  B a n d m a s t e r  o r  C o n d u c t o r
   e .  P r o g r a m m e
5 . R e s u l t s  m a y  n o t  b e  r e q u e s t e d  b e f o r e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e

c o m p e t i t i o n .
6 . E a c h  o r c h e s t r a  m u s t  m a k e  t h e i r  o w n  t r a v e l  a n d

a c c o m m o d a t i o n  a r r a n g e m e n t s  a n d  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e
c o s t s

7 . O r c h e s t r a s  a c c e p t  a n d  u n d e r t a k e  t o  a b i d e  b y  t h e  r u l e s  o f  t h e
C o n  S p i r i t o  S t r u m e n t o  C o m p e t i t i o n  b y  e n r o l l i n g  i n  t h e
c o m p e t i t i o n .

8 . E n q u i r i e s  m u s t  b e  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  C o n  S p i r i t o  o r g a n i s e r s  a n d
n o t  t o  t h e  j u d g e s .

9 . N o t  a b i d i n g  b y  t h e  r u l e s  m a y  l e a d  t o  d i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n .
1 0 .O r c h e s t r a s  t h a t  e n r o l  i n d e m n i f y  C o n  S p i r i t o  f r o m  c l a i m s

r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  a n y  d a m a g e  o r  l o s s  w h a t s o e v e r  t h a t  t h e  c h o i r
m a y  s u f f e r  d u r i n g  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n .  

1 1 . O r c h e s t r a s  t h a t  d o  n o t  c o m p l y  w i t h  t h e  n u m b e r  a n d  a g e
r e q u i r e m e n t s  m a y  b e  p e n a l i s e d .

1 2 . B y  r e g i s t e r i n g  f o r  a n y  o f  C o n  S p i r i t o  A r t s  A s s o c i a t i o n  &  F A K ' s
p r o j e c t s  a n d /o r  c o m p e t i t i o n s ,  I / w e /s c h o o l  c o n f i r m  t h a t  I / w e
m a y  c o l l e c t  p e r s o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  A r t i c l e  2 6
o f  P O P I A .
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Con Spirito Kunswedstryd

Con Spirito Kunsvereniging

Con Spirito website

CONTACT DETAILS

Lizelle van Staden
083 660 4822
strumento@conspirito.co.za

https://www.instagram.com/con_spirito_kunswedstryd/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100057236757027
https://www.conspirito.co.za/debat.html

